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In light of the growth of entrepreneurship among female heads of
household in recent years, there has been limited success in
developing entrepreneurial opportunities for this group. This study
aims to identify and analyze the factors influencing the development
of entrepreneurship among female heads of household in Mashhad.
The research is applied in nature, with the statistical population
consisting of academic and organizational experts in the field of
urban and rural women's entrepreneurship. A total of 20 participants
were purposefully selected. Interviews continued until theoretical
saturation was achieved. The data analysis was conducted using a
grounded theory approach, comprising three stages: open, axial, and
selective coding. For this purpose, results were analyzed using
MAXQDA, software and presented in the form of a paradigmatic
model. Based on the results, 228 categories derived from the
interviews were coded, and after final review in the axial coding
phase, 85 final codes were established. The average frequency of
items in the conducted interviews was approximately 11 categories
(54%) within a timeframe of 65.02 minutes. The findings revealed
that five factors significantly influence the development of
entrepreneurship among female heads of household in Mashhad:
supportive entrepreneurship laws, provision of specific facilities,
access to necessary resources and infrastructure, family support, and
the values and social norms related to women. Accordingly, key
recommendations for improving the entrepreneurial development of
female heads of household include the organization of training and
empowerment skill courses, provision of counseling services,
establishment of community-based financial support funds, reform
of supportive legal and institutional structures, and the facilitation of
strategic product manufacturing and market supply.
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