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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: As the creation and thriving of rural businesses can be a prerequisite
Research Full Paper for the desire of local communities to remain in their villages, this

study aims to examine the effects of rural business development on
the improvement of livability in the Oghan Watershed of Golestan
Province. This descriptive-survey study was conducted based on a
guestionnaire tool. The statistical population consisted of 365 rural
businesses. 188 units were selected as the sample size based on the
Morgan table. The content validity of the research measuring
instrument was validated based on the opinions of a group of
experts. To determine convergent validity, the AVE value was

Avrticle history: calculated, and the reliability was confirmed by the Cronbach's
Received: 30.05.2024 alpha and CR values. The results obtained from the structural
Revised: 10.08.2024 equation model showed that rural business development had a
Accepted: 25.09.2024 significant and positive effect on improving the livability of local

communities. The creation of job opportunities and livelihood
resources through the prosperity of rural businesses has had the
strongest positive and significant effect on improving the livability
of local communities in the study area, with the highest path
coefficient value. The results showed that the variables of education,
annual family income, number of participation in training and
extension sessions, number of household members, and number of

gsmzrs‘lszuestraﬁon employed persons had a significant and positive relationship with
1 the improvement of livability in local communities. Based on the
Empowerment

findings, it can be concluded that creating job opportunities and
diversifying income and livelihood resources in rural areas are
necessary for the level of livability and increasing the willingness of
local communities to remain in their villages.
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