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Honey production and beekeeping businesses represent a significant
production sector in the country and are considered a key area of
agricultural entrepreneurship that has recently gained attention in
many regions. This research aims to explore the factors influencing
the development of honey production businesses in Ardabil Province,
employing a survey strategy through the use of questionnaires.
Entrepreneurs and business owners in the honey production sector in
Ardabil Province comprised the statistical population of the study.
Utilizing the Krejcie and Morgan table and a multi-stage sampling
method, 367 individuals were selected to complete the researcher-
designed questionnaire as a research tool. The collected data were
analyzed using SPSS software through exploratory factor analysis
and the Wilcoxon test. Overall, the factor analysis of 32 items related
to the development of honey production businesses extracted five
factors as follows: marketing and sales components, institutional
support components, technical knowledge components, educational
and promotional components, and service and infrastructure
components. These five factors accounted for 22.17%, 18.52%,
11.17%, 10.95%, and 9.62% of the total variance of the components,
respectively. The results of the Wilcoxon test demonstrated that the
items related to identifying export markets and facilitating exports to
achieve higher economic value from production, establishing a
global brand for the honey product produced in the region, and
effective and gradual oversight along with legal actions against
producers of counterfeit honey exhibited the greatest discrepancies
between the current and desired states.
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