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Today, the development of business clusters plays an important role
in the economic policies of many developing countries. The aim of
this study was to design a growth model for start-up businesses
through entrepreneurial networking. The study was the honey
business cluster in Ardabil province. This qualitative research was
conducted by grounded theory method. The target population of the
study was the entrepreneurs of the studied business cluster, including
entrepreneurs and producers, retailers and exporters of honey in
Ardabil province. Purposeful sampling was performed and data
collection was done through semi-structured interviews. The
information extracted from the interviews was analyzed by multi-
stage coding method. The findings were developed within the
framework of a paradigm model. These include causal conditions
(product innovation, advertising and marketing, education and
promotion, area characteristic and customer satisfaction), intermediate
conditions (financing and facilitation, planning and formulation of
strategies, development and interaction of supported institutions,
creation of domestic and foreign markets and holding events and
festivals), background conditions (constructive communication and
interaction of producers, infrastructure and human resource
empowerment, exploiting competitive advantage, standard-based
monitoring and sourcing), strategies (diversification and packaging,
distribution and marketing, producers' union expansion, access to new
services and technology) and consequences (development of honey
business networks, development and promotion of beekeeping,
transfer of new knowledge and technology, increase motivation and
coherence in the business cluster.
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