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Abstract

The main purpose of this research was to study the effect of emotional
intelligence on agricultural students' entrepreneurial intention. The statistical
population of the study contained of all B.Sc. students in agriculture faculty of
Arak University in 2015-16 academic year (N=500). According to Bartlett et al.
(2001) table a sample size of 107 was selected using a random sample method.
Data were collected using the standard questionnaire of Goleman (2007) in order to
measure of emotional intelligence and Weber (2012) and Linan and Chen (2006)
for measuring entrepreneurial intention. Content validity and reliability of the
questionnaire were confirmed by a panel of experts and ordinal alpha coefficient
(0.82 & 0.83), respectively. The results indicated that the entrepreneurial intention
of half of the students was low and their emotional intelligence in most cases was
either intermediate or high. The findings of correlation analysis revealed that there
was a positive significant relationship between self-awareness, managing emotions,
motivating oneself, empathy, social skills and students' entrepreneurial intention.
Stepwise regression analysis revealed that 34% of variation in the entrepreneurial
intention of students was explained by 2 variables namely: social skills and
income.
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University of Arak
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