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1- Pre-theory

2- Inductive

3- Deductive

4- Multi-theory
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1- Multimethodology
2- Inter-disciplinary
3- Multi-disciplinary
4- Trans-disciplinary
5- Super-discipline
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1- System thinking

2- Theory of Enterprise Transformation
3- Enterprise ecosystem

4- Sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystem
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1- Dynamic Capabilities

2- Resource flexibility

3- Intangible assets

4- Enabling entrepreneurial environment
5- Dynamic hyper competition
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1- Reoccurring

2- Chaos

3- Desired future situation
4- Objective knowledge
5- Particularities
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1- Soft system methodology

2- Hard system methodology
3- Critical system methodology
4- Post positivism

5- Post modern
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3- Rich Pictures

4- Root definition
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2- Efficacy, efficiency and effectiveness
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1- Multiple cycles
2- Language of system theory
3- Conceptual factor analysis
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1- Conceptual scope
2- Semantic analysis
3- Conceptual components

4- Protocol of Conceptualization methodology

5- Conceptual sources

6- Conceptual sampling

7- Conceptual cluster

8- Evolutionary Conceptual coding
9- Conceptual cluster

10- Umbrella concept

11- Pre-induced

12- Node codes

13- Linkage codes

14- Innovative/emerging

15- Conceptual Representativeness
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1- Critical participatory learning by doing

2- Praxis

3- Systems concepts

4- Research ‘by’ rather than ‘with’ or ‘on’ people
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1- Methodological pluralism
2- Meta-methodology
3- Mixed methods
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Abstract

According to the evidence, the conventional quantitative reductionist research
methodology was failed in explaining complex and intertwined issues of enterprise
development. In this situation, the system approach to holistic research in the field
of entrepreneurship and enterprise is needed. The purpose of this study is to
introduce a systems approach in enterprise and entrepreneurship researches, with
an emphasis on Soft System Methodology and its foundations, including
participatory action research and conceptual modeling. SSM is a methodology that
allows support and structure the thinking and intervention on the complex
enterprise problems. Indeed, the advantages of this methodology are that makes
easier to structure problematic complex situations of enterprise and steers the
researcher or system analyzer to obtain and share a realistic and holistic perception
of internal and external environment of the enterprise. The SSM applies
participatory action research as kind of Cooperative or collaborative inquiry for
integrated collective learning, innovation and change in enterprise environment. In
the SSM process, conceptual models were used in order to help people recognize,
understand and simulate the enterprise subjects which the model represents. For
this purpose, an innovative methodology was introduced for the conceptual
modeling in the seven stages based on semantic analysis. As alternative,
evolutionary systems - integration of critical systems inquiry with SSM- could be
considered as a methodology which is applicable to the exploration of open
complex social systems of enterprise with the capacity to evolve over time.

Keywords: Systems Approach, Enterprise Researches, Soft System Methodology,
Conceptual Modeling
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